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A radically inclusive multicultural   

community who serve and lead      

together with the love of Jesus.  

by Pastor Chad Johnson 

The writer of Revelation wants 
you to know something…And I 
want to see if you know what 
he wants you to know. Here is 
the question…The home of 
God is where?  AMONG MOR-
TALS 
 
God is here in this place – this 
world – this time and space.  
God is not dwelling far 
off….but right within.  
 
The Apostle Paul today wants 
you to know something…And I 

want to see if you know what he wants you know. God has given grace to   
___________? What is your answer? 
 
We read in Acts 11…EVEN to the GENTILES…even those people that other people 
thought were outside of the realm of God.   

So right here…right now…who do you consider to be wholly opposite of you – like com-
pletely counter to you – you could not be any more different…name that person. And 
then say this…God has given grace to ___________! Boooh yeah…oh boy…that rocks 
the mind…doesn’t it? 

But it is possible…grace is possible for all…because why…the home of God is among 
us. And God is the one that will draw all things together!  No doubt about it!  God will do 
it!  With or without us – God will do it! 
 
The new heaven and new earth we hear about in Revelation 21…why is a new one 
needed? Because in our vision…in our sin…in our separation…perhaps we messed the 
first one up! 
 
God will not be limited by our imaginations! God will not be defined by our terms! God 
will not let us fill out the guest list! God will blow our minds with – a new heaven and new 
earth! And folks…that is good Good News!  Ohhh…such good, good news! 
 
Now if there is even a kernel of truth to anything that I have quoted or said thus far from 
our Biblical witness for this day…then why not get on with really living into that new 
heaven and new earth right now? What are we waiting for? We are an Easter people…
Easter is all about resurrection all the time! We are a people of resurrection – we are 
betting our lives on resurrection – both for eternity and for the here and now! Write this in 
your Bibles…We are formed for living in the here and now by resurrection! 
 
In the letters Paul wrote, there are 53 references to the resurrection of Jesus.  Most of 
these resurrection texts assert either the centrality of Jesus’ resurrection or the certainty 
of our final resurrection from the dead, or both. SIX of these resurrection citations explic-
itly identify our present and ongoing spiritual formation with Jesus’ resurrection.  These 
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are all about present resurrection for living it right now! 
 
Romans 6:4 
When we are lowered into the water, it is like the burial of Jesus; when we are raised up out of 
the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus. (Baptismal imagery – death to life – die to self – 
formed to larger communal body) 
 
Romans 8:11 
It stands to reason, doesn't it, that if the alive-and-present God who raised Jesus from the dead 
moves into your life, he'll do the same thing in you that he did in Jesus, bringing you alive to 
himself? When God lives and breathes in you (and he does, as surely as he did in Jesus), you 
are delivered from that dead life. With his Spirit living in you, your body will be as alive as 
Christ's!  (Made alive by God’s Spirit – you don’t do life alone) 
 
Ephesians 2:6 
Then he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah. 
(God does it – you don’t raise yourself – God raises you to new life) 
 
Philippians 3:10 
I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ personally, experience his resurrection 
power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the way with him to death itself. (This is some 
radical all in trust – the call to stop majoring in the minors – leave the stuff behind that just 
weighs me down – so that I can be all in on the relationship with Jesus – I spend my time with 
him – when he suffers I suffer – when I suffer he suffers – but in it all – we experience resurrec-
tion power – resurrection power wins the day) 
 
Colossians 2:12 
If it's an initiation ritual you're after, you've 
already been through it by submitting to bap-
tism. Going under the water was a burial of 
your old life; coming up out of it was a resur-
rection, God raising you from the dead as he 
did Christ.  (Baptismal identity – there is 
nothing else – no gimmicks – all grace) 

Colossians 3:1 
So if you're serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the 
things over which Christ presides. (The voice of challenge here – be transformed – let this res-
urrection overtake you and change how you experience everything else – pay attention to Jesus 
– where he is active, you be active – do the things of Jesus) 
 
The home of God is where?  Among mortals. 
 
Who is grace for?  Everyone.  Even for _________________? 
 
WE ARE FORMED FOR LIVING IN THE HERE AND NOW BY RESURRECTION!!!! 
 
Jesus’ resurrection involves us with others.  It forms bonds of friendship.  It initiates us into a 
company of people who can no longer understand themselves as autonomous selves, or inde-
pendent from one another.  This company of folks is not all alike.  They don’t all think the same 
things.  Not all of them even believe.  There is a richness of diversity amongst all the people! 
 
If we are going to live into this vision of a new heaven and new earth…we gotta remember 
some additional stuff. 

God Has Moved Into Your Home continued from page 1 



1. Responding to Jesus’ resurrection is not a private experience – it is shared amongst      
people. 

2. There are no resurrection experts or professionals – this gift is within all. 
3. In resurrection there is no attempt to exclude anyone – all means all. 
4. Jesus’ resurrection is an open door. 
5. Most references to Jesus point to communion with Father and Holy Spirit.  They are inher-

ently relational and personal.  We are to be this way too! 
6. Resurrection brings our lives into the operations of the gospel.  Fruit bearing.   
7. Resurrection gives spiritual formation its energy and character.  True hope is there! 
8. Jesus’ followers live resurrection-formed lives, not just by watching him or imitating him or 

being influenced by him, but by being raised with him!  Formation within resurrection itself. 
9. When Jesus breathes on the disciples – this harkens us back to the creation story –       

emphusao – God breathing the breath of life into human form – results in a living being – 
exactly what Jesus does in raising them to life for the here and now! 

10. Creation and resurrection are not add-ons for God – they are the very essence of our being. 
11. Everything we do needs to be spoken in deeply relational terms – impersonal destroys and 

personal relationship builds up. 
12. The resurrection life is a practice. It is not practiced like taking music lessons. More like a 

physician has a practice – work that defines both their character and workday. Physicians 
don’t practice on sick people. They enter the practice of healing. Resurrection is in the 
home – workplace – commuter lane – everywhere you and others are, etc. 

13. Often those at the edges of our life are the ones who are most valuable to us in formation 
by resurrection (the poor, the suffering, the rejected, children, etc.)  grace in ACTION takes 
us to those edges… so that all can experience full resurrection life. 

 
Whew…I just downloaded a lot of resurrection material on you!  All good…all important...but 
there is more for you to now answer… 
 
1. How does the resurrected Jesus speak into your life? How are you living differently because 

of it? 
2. When Jesus shows up post resurrection….everything begins to change for those whom he 

meets. Into what do you need Jesus to most show up right now? 
3. If you were to practice resurrection more within your home, what would that look like for 

you? Other key areas of your life? 
4. The Spirit that was breathed over creation at the very beginning is the same Spirit that 

breathes upon us and brings us new life as the church.  How is that breathe of life needing 
to move over our church? 

5. Challenge yourself to have empty 
tomb conversations with others.  
Because HE lives we too are 
called to fully live!  That changes 
everything! 

 
The home of God is where?  Among 
mortals. 
 
Who is grace for? Everyone. 
 
WE ARE FORMED FOR LIVING      
IN THE HERE AND NOW BY      
RESURRECTION! 
 
Thank you Jesus….yes thank you 
Jesus! 
 
(Citation Resource:  Living the Resur-
rection by Eugene Peterson, Nav-
Press, 2006) 
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by Pastor Chad Johnson 

 
1. Haiti Child Sponsorships 

a. Brian Ervin has been hard at work in connecting with everyone for the 2022 - 2023 Child Sponsorship Program in Haiti.  We’ll 
give an update on our level of sponsorship in a coming publication.   

 
2. HTF (Haitian Timoun Foundation) 

a. We are sending a generous gift this summer from our 
Haiti Mission Fund to HTF for the college scholarship 
sponsorship of HELP. To learn more about all of this 
good and faithful work go to htflive.com.  As bless-
ings come into our restricted fund for Haiti we dedi-
cate it to specific programs of impact in Haiti.   

b. 100% of the gifts given reaches the end user – no 
administrative cost is taken from our gifts.  Wow! 

 
3. El Salvador 

a. Pastor Chad Johnson and Valerie Constantino will be 
in El Salvador the first week of August on a group 
immersion with national partners.                                                                 

b. We continue to support the monthly salary of a teacher there. 
c. We continue to support the work of Pastor Matias and Rutilio Grande Lutheran Church. 
d. Dedicated gifts support ongoing community projects. 
e. No administrative cost is taken from our gifts.  Wow! 

 
4. Rising Hope for India 

a. Great work is happening weekly – see hoperisingfor-
india.org or their page on Facebook for more inspiration. 

b. Pastor Titus and the family just had the one year anniversary 
memorial of Arathi’s death. 

c. Pastor Chad serves on the Hope Rising International Board. 
d. Aids programs, Leprosy work, Food Truck Ministry, etc. are 

regular outreach programs. 
e. No administrative cost is taken from our gifts.  Wow!  

 
5. Lutheran World Relief 

a. GLC has rallied in generosity and given over $33,000 to date.  
Most of this is dedicated to Ukraine Relief work.  LWR has 
dedicated over seven million dollars to this work.     

b. Lisa Kipp from LWR made a site visit to Grace and she ex-
tends their thanks to GLC. 

c. Each month the giving to LWR is forwarded to agency. 
 
6. ELCA World Hunger 

a. We had a visit from World Hunger representative Sharon 
Magnuson and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton here 
at Grace – extending the long thanks from this congregation 
over all these years.  Every gift changing lives. 

   
7. Grace Afghan Support 

a. Half of all funds received to date have been sent to Lutheran 
Community Services Northwest.  The rest will follow in the 
months ahead. 

Missions / World Hunger News 

http://www.htflive.com
http://www.hoperisingforindia.org
http://www.hoperisingforindia.org


b. Tessa has been the lead contact and continues to check in there – the core hang up is direct sponsorship of families has 
been the cost of housing in our area.  The cost to sponsor a family is now double what is was.  Before the increase, it was 
$3,000 to $7,000 per family.  We have not given up on sponsoring a family directly – thus those funds are still being availa-
ble to use.  If we find direct sponsorship is not available we will send the remaining funding to Lutheran Community Services 
Northwest for refugee support. 

 
9. Mexico Mission 

a. A team of 14 youth and adults will be traveling in late June. 
b. Thank you for the funding and sponsorship for the travelers and the orphanage in Mexico.  Please continue your prayers for 

their immersion. 
 
10. Coffee Cart 

a. Every Sunday morning at Gracie’s Café, we are here to help you start your day… with an Ameri-
cano, Frappuccino, Iced Latte or our famous Italian Soda. We have some amazing baristas wait-
ing to help. Make sure to remind them how awesome they are, and if you are visiting us for the 
first time, coffee is on us.  All the donations to the coffee cart help us to pay for our summer in-
tern. 

 
10. Des Moines Food Bank 

a. Des Moines Food Bank support has been robust with both dollars and servant activity.  Thanks be to God for the bee hive of 
activity in this regard! 

 
11. grace in ACTION 

a. Those projects have been ongoing.  Small groups of servant leaders are filling those project requests.  We are looking at a 
major fall grace in ACTION day of service on Saturday, September 11.  Stay tuned as we build towards that whole church 
day of service.  Your funding and servant hands make these projects possible! 

 
12. Uganda 

a. Continued prayer and funding support have been a blessing to this ministry.  Kent and Tanya along with Pastor Sam lead 
this good work.  Further travel immersions will be offered.  We sent a recent generous gift to bolster the work of the clinic 
and computer center. 

 
13. Guatemala 

a. We continue to pray for and support our Guatemalan ministries — El Refugio, a shelter for women and children impacted by 
domestic violence and abuse located in San Cristobal.  We also support House of Healing, a ministry run by retired mission-
ary nurse Terie.  This ministry is continually growing and impacting lives in the village of San Lucas with a medical and den-
tal clinic, new veterinary clinic, and language school, among other ministries.  We recently provided El Refugio with $5,000 
and House of Healing with $2,000 from our 
Guatemala fund.  Thank you for supporting 
the women, children and families of Guate-
mala! 

 

It is amazing to see the world of difference be-

ing made by your generosity.  These are just the 

tip of the iceberg notes.  It is the personal sto-

ries of transformation that are awe inspiring.  Be 

bolstered in faith and celebrate the good being 

done in this world! 
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MANY OF US CANNOT  

REACH THE MISSION FIELDS 

, 

BUT WE CAN REACH THEM 

. 
T.J. BACH 
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by Jenna Carodiskey-Wiebe, Inclusion Ministry Team 

 

In 2014, I started attending Seattle Pride with Open Door Ministries, a now de-
funct local ELCA ministry dedicated to full LGBTQ inclusion. In 2015, I visited 
worship at Central Lutheran Church in downtown Seattle, where then Northwest 
Washington Synod’s Bishop Kirby Unti, shared the message. In his message, he 
stated that "as we walk today, we will be proclaiming the gospel." Powerful words, 
that I would soon see in action! 
 

As we walked along the parade route, I stayed along the outer edges as I like to 
connect with people. There was a lot of high-fiving and hugging. I was carrying a 
simple sign: just some old mount board with "GOD LOVES EVERYONE" written 
in rainbow crayon. As I high-fived spectators, one woman held onto to my hand 
and said "God loves everyone! I really needed to hear that now!". She kept hold-
ing onto my hand, near tears. Somewhat unusual for me, I felt it was right to ask, 
"Can I pray for you?" She said "YES!" and threw her arms around me. Another 
woman who was with her placed a hand upon each of our heads. I prayed that 
she would know she is a precious child of God, that she would know nothing but 
love and acceptance, and that she would never forget that God made her and 
loved her as she is. 
 

And then I went on my way. 
 

I don't know anything about her story, but I feel certain something meaningful to 
her happened in that moment.  
 

A few years later, another powerful moment occurred. This year, my sign read 
"Free Mom Hugs". At one point, I was called over by two young women who said 
their friend needed a hug. As she cried on my shoulder, she told me she hadn't 
had a mom hug since she'd come out. 
 

According to The Trevor Project, 45% of 
LGBTQIA youth considered suicide in 2021.  

Support for these siblings is so            

important.  

If you'd like the join the Synod in  
sharing God's love this June 26, 

please email at jenna@gotgrace.com.                                                                          

 

Prayerful Affirmation  

Once we deeply trust 

that we ourselves are 

precious in God’s eyes, 

we are able to recog-

nize the preciousness 

of others and their 

unique places in  

God’s heart. 
 

~ Henri Nouwen ~ 

mailto:jenna@gotgrace.com


Faith in ACTION...Stepping Out in Faith  
by Jeff Barstow, Congregational Board Vice-President 

 
Dear family of God, 
 

I hope this note finds each of you well; energized and renewed through the beautiful sun-
shine, warm weather of the summer and the growing excitement of the re-energizing of 
“grace in ACTION” for 2022. 
 

Thank you Jesus! 
 

Ahhh, the early glow in the sky, the warmth of the sun, the anticipation of the coming 
summer and the eagerness of “what to do this summer?” 
 

With the opportunities to “get out” as the restrictions due to Covid-19 continue to evolve, 
maybe a more thoughtful question; “what can I do for others this summer?”  Following-up 
with my note in May that we’re not alone, who might I partner with to further my reach 
helping others?  What can I do to extend my connection with the extensive “calls to min-
istry” Grace Lutheran Church is already engaged in?  Is it possible for me to be more 
present in furthering my participation, providing energetic encouragement and energy to 
expand our reach to those in need?  Can I step out in faith to more fully embrace the 
extended mission field of Grace Lutheran Church, touching the lives of others with Jesus’ 
love?  Can I do more for “our” Grace Lutheran Church?  With this thoughtful considera-
tion, what will I do differently this coming summer and throughout 2022? 
 

My prayer of praise and thanksgiving for God’s amazing and boundless love, unending 
grace, generosity, his sense of timing, the lavish support of our caring congregation, and 
His guidance seeking His will for our family of God. 
 

I look forward to our shared journey and the exciting season of summer with you.  Your 
humble servant. 

por Pastor Salvador Cossio  
 

Hace poco vi un commercial en el que una marca de soda 
pop se enfoca en la empatia. En este comercial todos com-
partimos la mesa para comer, cada quien trea algo de 
comida y pasamos un buen tiempo juntos. 
 

Lo que me trajo a mi memoria como Jesus tiene un lugar en 
Su mesa para que todos participemos con el en esta comida 
que el ofrece y que no solo ofrece empatia porque todos son 
bienvenidos, pero tambien Jesus al decir “Yo soy el pan de 
Vida”  nos trae un alimento que sustenta nuestro cuerpo y 
alma. Jesus nos ofrece un lugar en la mesas en donde 
tendremos una experiancia que transformara nuestras vidas. 
  

No Olvidemos que todos somos bienvenidos. Invitemos a 
alguien a sentarse con nosotros en esta hermosa mesa. 
 

En nuestro grupo de jóvenes hablamos de ser ser intencion-
ales en demostrar el Amor de Jesús a nuestros vecinos. 
Este verano realizaremos actividades comunitarias para compartir el Amor de 
Jesús.   Tu estás invitado a acompañarnos en estas actividades.  
 

Recuerda, no estás solo, estamos orando por ti 
 

Un fuerte abrazo con el amor de Jesús. 
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Faith in Everyday Life  

 

by staff members of Lutheran Counseling Network 
 

Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 
he finds it?  When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoic-
es. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ (Luke 15:4-6) 

 

Let’s back up a chapter. Jesus has been talking to the scribes and Pharisees, who criticized    
Jesus for receiving and eating with sinners. How interesting that sinners were drawn to Jesus, 
and were comfortable in his presence.  

 

In the above parable, there is no criticism of the one who became lost, no chiding of a sheep 
whose own foolish choice may have caused the disconnect from its shepherd. The focus and 
clear emphasis is on the determination of the shepherd to find even one that becomes lost. 

 

Jesus said elsewhere, “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father.” What a Father, who is so 
devoted to his creation that he cares that not even one be lost.  

  

Consider that whatever lost-ness you may have experienced, whether in the past or right now, the 
heart of the Father is pursuit and finding. It is not a calloused, flippant attitude. Nor is it shaming. 
Once found, the shepherd is ecstatic and calls his friends and neighbors to share his joy. Connec-
tion is restored. As image-bearers of our Father, this longing for deep connection and restoration 
is in us also.   

 

What a Great Shepherd who cares for the many and the one! 
 

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about 
your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is 
more than food, and the body more than clothes.  Consider the ravens: They 
do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them.  
And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying 
can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, 
why do you worry about the rest? 
 

“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, 
not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And 
do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For 
the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you 
need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as 
well. 
 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 
the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for 
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. (Luke 12:22-34) 
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Our lives give us plenty to worry about. 

 
Sometimes we worry about whether we have enough, or whether there will be enough to get us 
through to the next paycheck. Other times we worry about whether we are good enough, wheth-
er we measure up, whether we are valued by others. We worry about our children -- about their 
future, about their wellbeing -- no matter their age. We worry about our country, our church, 
where we are headed. 

 
In this Scripture, Jesus gives us the antidote to our worry. He assures us that we are of great 
value to God. If God values us, we can be assured that we measure up. If God values us, we 
needn’t worry whether other people do. And because God values us, God will provide us with 
everything we need. We don’t need to worry about whether we will have enough. 

 
Jesus encourages us not to worry, reminding us that we can’t add a single hour to our life by 
doing so. Every minute we spend worrying about the future or dwelling on the past is a minute 
we miss living our lives in the here and now. 

 
Jesus encourages us to give our worries to God, and instead invest our time and energy in striv-
ing for God’s kingdom. When we do this, we can put our worries aside, because we know God is 
in charge and we aren’t. This is the greatest comfort of all. 

 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 3:38-39) 

 
These verses from Romans are among my favorites in all of Scripture.  The assurances in these 
words are comforting beyond words.  However, I am human, as are the clients I sit with each 
day, and I must confess that although I love and rely upon the unshakable promise of these vers-
es, I sometimes lose sight of the truth of them when life gets “too big.” 
 
I have a Russian nesting doll on my desk in my office.  This doll is a set of seven figures of    
decreasing sizes, each able to be stacked into the next so that all fit together inside of the largest 
doll.  The tiniest doll in the set is less than an inch tall.   Cute, but very small.  Vulnerable.  A  
reminder of how one may feel when life gets “too big.”   
 
The outer layers of my nesting doll keep the small, vulnerable one safe.  But what happens if 
something happens to those outer layers?  What if a doctor ran a test which revealed something 
new and frightening?  A layer cracks.  What if one’s marriage has crumbled?  More cracks.  
What if I have been betrayed by a trusted loved one?  What if a child has died?  Layers shatter, 
sometimes never to be repaired. 

 
Although these verses from Romans do not protect us from the periodic cracking and shattering 
of the layers that hold us in this life, they remind me of the foundational certainty that grounds our 
faith.  God, the very largest layer of our life’s nesting doll, is always intact, and always rock solid.  
God, and God alone, is capable of holding us, in all of our smallness and with all of our cracked 
and shattered layers.  We may even discover that God is also that layer of our nesting doll that is 
closest to us, besides being the layer that is big enough to contain all that our lives hold.  No 
matter how many cracks there are, and how vulnerable and small we feel at times, there is 
nothing that will be able to separate us from the care of our Lord and Savior. 

 
Thanks be to God. 
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by Nola Irish, RN, PN, Faith Community Nursing 

 

This month I would like to share with you some information about Parkinson’s disease.  It 
is a chronic and progressive neurological disorder.  There are different kinds and the 
disease progresses differently in different people.  The age of onset is around 60 years 
of age but can occur earlier. 
 
Some symptoms characterization are uncontrolled slowness of movement, ridged and 
tremor like movements.  Balance and gait problems may occur as the disease progress-
es.  A decrease in facial expression, quieter voice difficulty in fine motor movements, 
sleep disturbance etc.  It is important to understand that symptoms widely vary from per-
son to person. 
 
The cause of Parkinson’s disease is unknown.  Research is ongoing to better under-
stand the pathology of Parkinson’s. 
 
PD diagnosis is based on a person’s medical history and physical exam.  There is no 
cure at this time but symptoms can be managed well.  Treatment is highly individualized.  
There are several medications available.  
 
Exercise is essential.  An exercise program should include full fitness training, flexibility 
exercises (stretching) and gait and balance training.  A consultation with a physical ther-
apist familiar with Parkinson’s can be helpful. 
 
I recommend the American Parkinson Disease Association as an excellent resource. 
They offer many resources such as the Parkinson’s Disease Handbook 
(apdaparkinson.org/PDHandbook.)  Also Be Active guide and more are available at their 
web site. *Caregivers and support people can gather information at appdaparkinson.org/
caregiver.  Local support chapters are available also. 
 
To learn more, visit apdaparkinson.org or call 800.223.2732. 
 
Be helpful and supportive in all situations in all ways whenever possible.  In other words  
we are to do the best we can, with what we have, in the time we have.  Be well and of 
good faith. 

Parkinson’s Disease 

 

 

by Janet Labes 

 

Lutheran World Relief was working with partners in Ukraine before the current crisis. 
 

Now LWR has distributed more than 7,000 quilts and many kits to refugees from Ukraine 
with partner organizations in Poland. 
 

The 109 quilts from Grace Lutheran Church quilters sent last November may have been 
part of that number.  We are blessed to know that our hands can reach out in love 
through these gifts. 
 

In May, 49 more quilts were part of the Pacific Northwest collection for LWR. 
 

Thank you to Pastor Rachel for the Quilt Blessing on May 8, with the help of the children.   
 

We have now completed 11,073 LWR Mission Quilts since 1968. 
 

We have completed one Thrivent Action Team Project and are requesting more to assist  

Lutheran World Relief Quilting 
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with purchasing batting for quilt fillers.   
 

Many friends have donated fabric for the quilts.   
 

We welcome more helpers for the various steps of making quilts. The quilters will have some work sessions during the summer.  
Watch the announcements for schedules. 
 

Call Janet Labes (206.870.4226) for more information. 

GLC Preschool 

GLC Preschool 

by Miranda Winter, GLC Preschool Director 

 
The GLC Preschool Student Art Show & Concert was held this Spring!  Approximately 120 friends and family 
sang, danced, and admired the amazing preschool art that covered the Fellowship Hall at Grace. The GLC Pre-
school is a place for kids to learn, grow and succeed! Our goal is to support each unique student, while creating a 
uplifting, connected, and supportive community. Thank you to our amazing teachers - Jenna Carodiskey-Wiebe, 
Koki Osborne, Olivia Osborne, Michelle Winter, Janice Nordsletten, and Kay Ronde - for your big hearts and 
thoughtful teachings that have helped the children all year. 
  
2022 Summer School for 3 - 6 year olds will meet weekly, Tuesday through Friday, beginning June 14 through August 19.   
  
Are you looking for early learning Pre-K for your 2 1/2 - 5 year old in the Fall 2022?    Visit gotgrace.com/children or call Miranda 
at 206.878.5048 for more information.  To email the director:   miranda.winter@preschool.gotgrace.com  

mailto:Miranda.winter@preschool.gotgrace.com
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by Steve Dunham 

 

After months of online services at home, it was exhilarating to return to in-person wor-

ship last June to worship, praise, and BE TOGETHER in community.  We come to 

church ready to offer our best to God, and leave filled with the Spirit, better equipped to 

love, serve, and take on any challenges before us. 

 

As September approached and congregational life began moving again in both old and 

new ways, timing felt perfect for me to accept an invitation to join and experience being 

part of our Grace Choir.  What a gift to be welcomed into a talented and FUN ministry 

team who love praising God through music, while supporting and caring for each oth-

er.  I’ve found myself a happier person singing at rehearsals and services, as well as in 

the car and shower throughout the week!  New director, Amy Boers, is passionate about 

song selections and leading our congregation in hymns and liturgy, and challenges the 

choir in uplifting anthems, refining each verse until she says it “sparkles!”  It’s also a priv-

ilege to be accompanied by musically-gifted Phil Wilkinson who often plays the organ or 

piano to sound like an entire symphony orchestra. 

 

I thank God often for a lifetime love of music and my newest church experience.  If you 

enjoy choral music and tend to carry a tune wherever you go, I encourage you to reach 

out to Amy or a choir member and consider being part of Grace Choir which begins 

again this fall. 

 
 
 
 

by Pastor Rachel Swenson  

 
Together with a friend or on your own, read through Revelation 21:1-6. This might sound 
familiar! It was our text in church in the middle of May. As we read through the text that 
week, it got me thinking – we hear or read in Revelation about the end of the world, a 
world that seems pretty post-apocalyptic. And yet in these verses, we glimpse a world 
we all are yearning for – tears are wiped away, death is no more, mourning and crying 
and pain have disappeared. Instead there is a new heaven and a new earth and 

God’s voice saying, “Behold, I am making all things new.” How are you being 
made new this day, week, month? How or where are you finding that 
God sent comfort even if it feels like the world is crumbling around 
you? Where are you feeling God calling you to try new things, attempt 
something unfamiliar, or to risk something you haven’t before? How 
are you being made new? 

 
There is so much being made new in our lives as we envision how to live out of 
quarantine but still in the midst of Covid-19. Maybe your job has been completely 
revamped or your family is struggling to see eye-to-eye on it all. Church is shifting, 
with those things that come back looking slightly different because we are differ-

ent. Where do you feel that ‘newness’ energy swirling? And how are 
you practicing following it? In all your discovery of the new, in all your discernment 

with the Spirit, in all that you do, pray, and play, God, the Alpha and Omega, goes with 
you, discovering, discerning, and delighting alongside each of us. May you feel that pres-
ence in all things. 

Glimpses of Grace…Singing with Grace Choir 

Young Adults 

I play the notes as they 

are written, but it is God 

who makes the music. 

~ Johann Sebastian Bach 
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by Ryan P. Cumming, Program Director, Hunger Education - ELCA World Hunger 

 

This year, our VBS theme is ‘Tree of Healing’, a curriculum put 
together by ELCA World Hunger, highlighting some of the ways 
God calls us to pay attention to the healing of the whole world. 
Check out this letter from the curriculum and written by Ryan 
Cumming, Program Director of Hunger Education from World 
Hunger! 
 
The theme for this VBS comes from the rich prophetic description 
of the new Eden in Revelation 22:1-4. In this vision, the “tree of 
life” stands astride “the river of the water of life,” and St. John  
assures us that “the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations” (22:2). Centuries earlier, Ezekiel, too, described this tree 
with its healing leaves (Ezekiel 47:12). The tree is a symbol of 
God’s promise and a reminder of God’s will for all the nations to 
experience healing. As one commentator writes of the city       
described in Revelation 22, “There is no human need to which the 
ministry of the gold city will not be adequate” – including the    
human need for healing. 
 
And yet, these past years have reminded us how far we are from 
the promise of health and wellness for us and our neighbors. The 
Covid-19 pandemic highlighted in tragic ways our vulnerability to 
disease and the injustice of unequal access to care, treatment and 
resources for health. At the same time, we bore witness to God’s 
promise for health unfolding in manifold ways, including through 
the work of congregations around the world as they adapted to 
meet the growing and changing needs of their communities. 

 
“Tree of Healing” VBS is a chance for children and adults to consider what health means 
and how God invites us to share in the building of a just world where all can enjoy the 
gifts of God’s creation. The program offers a broad understanding of health and well-
ness. It dives into topics such as environmental health, mental health, healthy grieving, 
different abilities and health justice. The stories for each day, drawn from projects sup-
ported by your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, highlight the many ways God is at work 
through ELCA congregations, companion churches and partners. Each day of “Tree of 
Healing” has large group and small group activities, including skits, games, crafts, and 
snacks. 
 
May God continue to bless your ministries and the ministries we share together. 
 

by Michele Larabee 

 
My name Michele Larabee and I have been a member of Grace for 31 years and a Sun-
day School teacher for 25 of those years.  I was once asked how and why have I been a 
Sunday School teacher for so long. It all began when my son, Jeffrey, started Kindergar-
ten.  I wanted to get to know other parents and for my son to make new friends. So I 
decided to help out in the class. Wow, this class was so big, there were 21 students.  
After that first day of teaching, I thought this is going to be my calling. I would each week 
grow with these kids. The church always provided all the books and supplies needed to 

Vacation  
Bible School 
July 18 - 22   

Sign up today! 
 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

Good News Crew 
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teach each week’s lessons. There was always an additional teacher or two with me so I 
was never alone.  As the years go on I would continue to be the Kindergarten teacher. I 
would also become my daughter Samantha’s teacher (not as big as her brother’s class 
but was pretty big).   
 
There as lots of good reasons to be a Sunday school teacher.  
 

1. It gives you a chance to meet other parents while your child makes new 
friends.  

2. If you teach it gives you a reason to have your child at church.  
3. It is so AMAZING to watch the children grow in God’s love. These kids 

become your kids. You will be given so much love.  
 
Do you think I will ever stop teaching? NO! It’s the best part of my week. I encourage you 
to come and try it out. You might just get hooked like I did 25 years ago. 
 

God blessings to you and your children. 

 

 

Community Easter Egg Hunt 



 

Page #16                    GLC Quarterly Newsletter 

by Pastor Rachel Swenson  

 
Gather Magazine, a magazine publication from the Women of the ELCA, is spending 
their summer months focusing on rest, renewal, and resurrection through the practice of 
quilting. “Utility and beauty, order and harmony, even the thrifty use of fabric destined for 
the rubbish heap – all were signs of resurrection,” writes Bible study author Katie Hines-
Shah.* 

 

With another or by yourself, read through Genesis 1:1-2:3. What 

patterns do you notice in this Biblical story? 

What do those patterns have to teach us about 

our own lives? Now imagine for a second that your entire 

life is a quilt. What patterns do you notice? What 

pieces are you working on now or what parts 

are contrasting with the pattern as a whole? Are 

there any patterns that need reassessing? 

 
 

Now read through Leviticus 25:1-12. What patterns of rest do you have  

already established in your life? 

What patterns of rest do you 

think could use a reassessment 

or what patterns could use a 

dusting off? In this summer sea-

son, where are you finding rest 

and renewal? 

 
As you reflect on the above questions, as you think about the ways God has crafted your 
own life, consider praying these or other words in gratitude to our master crafter: 
 

O God, we thank you for times of refreshment and peace in the course of this 
busy life. Grant that we may so use our leisure for the renewal of our bodies 
and minds that our spirits may be opened to the goodness of your creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen (ELW, pg. 80)* 

 

*Hines-shah, Katie (2022, May/June). Crafted in Christ: Session One A Summer of Rest 

and Renewal. Gather. 36-41 

Women’s Ministries 
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by Pastor Salvador Cossio 

 

Great news! After the struggle and learning how to navigate with Covid-19, we 
are going to Mexico again. This great mission trip is happening and we are excit-
ed to serve and spend time with the kiddos in the orphanage but we are always 
looking for new ways to serve. This year we have an opportunity to serve low-
income families by helping with a breakfast diner. This diner helps around 30 
families per week, ensuring them at least one meal a day.  We want to share the 
love of God, we want them to see Christ in us, and we want to see Christ in oth-
ers. Please help us with your prayers so we can also be transformed in the same 
way as those we are serving. This amazing crew is going to Tijuana, Mexico: 
Stella Klein, Kim Mellinger, Anita Chiarenza, Nathan Gillam, Alexis Gillam, 
Jenna Gillam, Salvador Cossio, Camila Cossio, Mike Maloney, Maddi Baker, 
Pat Togher, Courtney Mellinger, Artome Hodgson, Ellie Maloney.  
 
Meanwhile starting on June 1, we will have Crazy Wednesdays!  Forms available 
at gotgrace.com/youth 
 
We will have fun while we do community and worship together with different ac-
tivities like: field games, bingo night, movie night, water games, picnic at the park, 
messy paint evening, table games, Mariners game night, bus lock-in, hiking, lake 
day, community service and a few surprises. 
  
We will end with our amazing summer camp this year at the Firs Camp and re-
treat facilities, located in Bellingham. There is an opportunity for everyone to be 
involved in the youth group.  
 
All this fun is going to be possible with this year’s summer intern, our amazing 
“Shelby Chatterton” who is doing a double major in Neuroscience and Psychol-
ogy at Bellarmine University, in Kentucky. She was our 2021 summer intern and 
every Wednesday was so fun that we cannot wait for this season to start.  If you 
are interested in being an advisor, bus driver, help with camperships or just want 
to hang out with us, you are always welcome. Remember investing in today's 
youth is helping the body of Christ keep growing. We want to invest in the future 
of our world. 
 
If you are interested in having fun while you help to build the life of our youth, you 
can contact me 206.489.6230 or pastorsalvador@gotgrace.com. Or contact one 
of the advisers, Kim Mellinger, Anita Chiarenza or Pat Togher. 
 
We are praying for you! 
 
Be blessed, have fun and let everyone see Christ in you! 

 

Youth Ministries 

Forms for all upcoming Youth events available 

online at gotgrace.com/youth 

mailto:pastorsalvador@gotgrace.com
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by Pastor Chad Johnson 

 
Yes, our lives, the lives of those reached and served, are deeply transformed by acts of 
generosity.  Generosity makes the work of the church in this world possible! 
 
In Diana Butler Bass’s book Grateful, she reflects on the subversive practice of giving 
thanks.  As I read the pages, all I could say was yes, yes, and yes again.  Indeed, living a 
life of deep gratitude through intentional acts of giving thanks changes everything about 
us and the world.   
 
Here are a few quotes and thoughts to inspire you in this summer season of gratitude: 
 

 “Attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity.”  Simone 
Weil   
 
“It’s not impossible to imagine a world based on gratitude.  It 
merely takes courage, creativity, and trust!” 
 
“Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your 
nightly prayer.  And let faith be the bridge you build to overcome 
evil and welcome good.”  Maya Angelou 
 
“Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth.  
Grace evokes gratitude like the voice an echo.  Gratitude follows 
grace like thunder lightening.”  Karl Barth  
 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circum-
stances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”           
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
“Thank you is the best prayer that anyone could say.  I say that 
one a lot.  Thank you expresses extreme gratitude, humility, and 
understanding.”  Alice Walker 
 
GLC is a place of radical generosity! When we invest our lives in God’s mission for the 
world, lives are transformed by grace. Together as a church our gifts are multiplied and 
God rejoices over the hearts of cheerful givers. May you know abundant joy in living a 
generous life! 
 
Our Financial Update through April: 
 
Income:    $ 260,399.00  Expense:  $ 347,080.03   
Net Loss:  $(  86,681.03) 
 
As we enter into the summer season, it is so important to stay generous in our giving.  All 
we do both here and around the world depends on it.  THANK YOU LORD!  THANK 

YOU GLC! 

Forward in GRACE 



 
 

by Jason Hervin, Congregational Board President 
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Congregational Board Update 

 

As a board, we recently held the first board retreat 
we’ve had in many years. Outside of Sundays, this 
was the first time we had met in person. Unfortu-
nately, COVID-19 still impacted our ability to fully 
gather together, with a few key team members 
joining virtually. However, we still had an engaging 
and collaborative session filled with ice-breakers to 
build relationship and understanding of each other, 
great food (thank you Tessa!), and meaningful dis-
cussion throughout the day. 
 

I’ve written in past articles about a book from one 
of the board’s book studies called “How To Lead When You Don’t Know Where You’re Going, Lead-
ing in a Liminal Season.” This book is filled with great practices for building discernment to hear, see, 
feel God’s guidance during liminal seasons. As the book states, “Liminality can describe the evolving 
state of an individual, place, organization, or institution – anything stuck in the neutral space between 
an ending and a new beginning.” As a board this book hit home with the time we are in as a church, 
along with the broader local and global community, and we’ve taken intentional steps to instill practic-
es from the book into how we operate as a board. 
  

As a part of adopting these practices, the main focus area for our board retreat was Chapter 6, 
“Clarifying Purpose.” Using the framework provided, we led brainstorming sessions around four topi-
cal areas. For each topic we paired to brainstorm and write down items, then coming together as a 
group to review, and group into key themes. The first was “Who are we? (Exploring Identity)” 
where we identified items to celebrate from our past, both from celebrating areas that have serviced 
us well that we should continue, along with areas that helped us get to where we are that we may 
need to let go. We then explored traits of identity that we are being called to live into in the present, 
and traits we may be called to live into going forward. The GLC mission, vision, along with pre-read 
materials and a devotional around first century Church, provided a great lens for this discussion. 
   

The second topical area, was “Who do we serve?” Again, brainstorming in smaller groups with the 
lens from our first topic, for who GLC is called to serve within our church, our community, our region, 
our globe. 
 

The third item was the main focus area for the day, “What do we stand for? (Exploring Values).” 
Here we took into account themes from the prior topics, along with the devotional pre-read materials, 
and thought through proposed values. We grouped into themes, and then prioritized five to discuss 
and explore in more depth. This discussion flowed into our fourth and final area we covered around 
“What are we called to do next?” Here, we focused around areas GLC may be called for internal 
work, along with outer work, and identifying areas that may be comfortable to do, coupled with areas 
out of our comfort zone that may take courage. 
 

The day was filled with energy, collaboration, and engagement. The intent was not to define a final 
list of updated core values but test the exercise outlined in the book to follow the flow of questions to 
consider that can help discern where God may be leading GLC as a way to start this journey. Our 
next steps being planned as a part of updating GLC values is to engage ministry leads, teams, and 
key current, and past leaders in the congregation. With the board we will be reflecting on core values, 
and identifying how we can model living from these core values, and ensuring all decisions are made 
factoring in the GLC core values. We will continue to keep the congregation updated as we move 
forward, along with progress towards updating the GLC Core Values. If you have questions, 
thoughts, ideas that you would like to share please don’t hesitate to call or text at 206.475.8583 or by 
email at jasonhervin@salt.gotgrace.com.   



Vacation Bible School 
July 18 - 22 

 

Sign up today at gotgrace.com/children 

 

All Church Movie Night   
Saturday, July 23  

Doors open at 4:30 pm; movie begins at 5:00 pm 

Popcorn, ice cream sundaes and a movie suitable for all ages! 

 

back in ACTION Sunday 
Sunday, September 11  

Includes pancake breakfast served from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm  

 

grace in ACTION Day 
Saturday, September 17 

Serve together… All church ... All day...  

And share our day of service stories at GLC’s celebration dinner 
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Begins  
May 29! Summer Schedule 

  Sunday Worship 8:30 and 10:00 am  

Online Worship 10:00 am 
Monthly calendars and weekly bulletins are available at:  gotgrace.com/announcements 

 


